
Interfaith Neighbors, Inc. 
810 Fourth Avenue 
Asbury Park, NJ 07712
732-775-0525
website: www. interfaithneighbors.org 
e-mail: info@interfaithneighbors.org

Fall 2016

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Golf Outing

Monday, September 19, 2016
Deal Golf and Country Club 
1 Golf Lane, Deal, NJ 07723

To Benefit Interfaith Neighbors

Schedule:
      7:30 am Shotgun
1 1:30  am Lunch
12:30 pm Shotgun Start
     5:00 pm Reception and Dinner

Golf and Dinner Fee: 
Individual Golfers: $350

Reception/Dinner attendees: $75  
(does not include golf )

Sponsorship opportunities are available!

Checks payable to: Interfaith Neighbors
810 Fourth Ave., Asbury Park, NJ 07712

For further information: 
please contact Marsha Falco  

732-775-0525

☛ (continues inside)

Direct from the Director
Maura, our rental assistance director, asked me to 
sit in on an interview she was having with a young 
father who was seeking rental help from us.

As I listened, I wondered how many other fathers 
(and mothers) were having a similar experience.

First, he explained that he and his wife had three 
children and one of them, a teenager, was struggling 
with substance abuse. Because the mother and the 
two other sons could not deal with this addiction 
they decided to separate. Ironically, the father is 
a drug counselor and is determined to see his son 
win his battle with substance abuse.

What a tragedy! Unfortunately, trying to help his 
son win his battle caused the father to miss work and 
lose pay. Falling behind in his rent just added to his 
woes. Could we help, he asked. Could we say no? 
Of course not. I think you, our donors, would agree!

Will the son defeat his demons? Will the father 
stay strong in his efforts? Will the family be a 
family again? Only time and prayers will tell. In the 
meantime, they will have a roof over their heads.

Another story in the life of Interfaith Neighbors.
Joe Marmora, Executive Director

City Park Opens,  
with New Homes to Come

Springwood Avenue Park off icially opened 
Saturday, June 18, a few days after Asbury Park 
officials approved entering a redeveloper agreement 
with Interfaith Neighbors to build 20 new housing 
units directly across the avenue from the park.

Both the 1.3-acre park and the new homes are 
part of the continuing progress on the West Side of 
Asbury Park. Both are adjacent to the intersection 
of Springwood and Atkins Avenues where Inter-
faith built Springwood Center, housing the Kula 
Café, Interfaith’s Business Development Center, 
eight affordable rental apartments, the Asbury Park 
Senior Center and a police substation. The new 
Kula Urban Farm sits behind the center.

The park with its open spaces, stage, fountain, 
walking path, bathrooms and children’s playground 
is the culmination of many planning efforts since 
the formation of the Springwood Avenue Advisory 
Committee in 2005 to redevelop sections of the 

Check Out Kula Farm’s 
Temporary Jobs 

Interfaith Neighbors’ 
Kula Urban Farm in 
Asbury Park has job 
openings available to 
individuals who would 
like to gain experi-
ence in agriculture 
and farming while also 
helping the community.

Under a grant from 
the Elizabeth and Barets 
O. Benjamin Foun-
dation, the program, 
known as the Kula Farm 

Experience, pays $10 an hour for up to 15 workers, 
each of whom can work a total of 60 hours at the 
greenhouse and outdoor produce beds.

Roger Boyce, director of Interfaith’s Business 
Development Center, said besides learning about 
growing produce, the staff can help workers with 
resumés and a job hunt.

The program is designed for people 18 to 21 
years old but the work is also open to individuals 
outside that range. To apply, applicants can go to 
the farm at 115 Atkins Ave. or if closed, to the 
adjacent Kula Café, 1201 Springwood Ave. which is 
open for breakfast and lunch from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sunday.

Tristan McLean, 22, lives close by at Asbury 
Park Village and works at the farm each Monday. 
He has a daily job with iStar on the Asbury Park 
waterfront where he is a crew member helping 
visitors and residents. But he arranged to take one 
day off from that job to work in the Kula program 
because of his interest in farming.

“There’s so much to learn about taking care of 
plants, the type of vegetables grown here, and the 
conditions for a particular plant to grow,” McLean 
said. “And I love that it’s right here where I live,” 
he said. “I would love to see more people from 
Asbury Park–all ethnicities–come and work here. 

Join us for  
Interfaith Neighbors’  
28th Annual Meeting

Thursday, September 29, 6:30 pm

First United Methodist Church 
103 Monmouth Road,  

Oakhurst, NJ

Light refreshments provided by Kula Café. 
Program to feature neighbors assisted  

this year.

For further information: 
please contact Joe Marmora 

732-775-0525 x206

Temporary Jobs

That would bring great joy to my heart.” Tristan 
has completed his hours. Now, three more workers 
are at the farm.

The farm, managed by Lisa Bagwell and 
Matthias van Oosterhout, is in its first growing 
season and is open to the public to visit and buy 
produce. In addition, on Saturdays, the community 
garden at the front entrance is open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. for people to pick those vegetables they 
would like to take home at no cost.

Tristan McLean

(continues) ☛



City Park (from front)

then-blighted avenue. The park addresses the 
original concept for the creation of a “central 
square” and gathering space for recreation and 
community activities for children and adults. 

Already underway is the Levitt AMP summer 
concert series, partly funded by Interfaith, to be held 
at 6 p.m. each Monday through the end of August.

The park was made possible with $836,000 
from Monmouth County, $150,000 from the city’s 
Community Development Block Grant funds, and 
$150,000 from the Middletown-based Monmouth 
Conservation Foundation.

Said Julia Accoo, a retired Asbury Park elemen-
tary school teacher who grew up in the city and 
attended the park opening: “This will show our 
young people that there’s hope and the future is 
bright. It shows this is one city of Asbury Park.”

City Councilwoman Yvonne Clayton thanked 
the original advisory committee which helped city 
officials create the Springwood Avenue Redevelop-
ment Plan.

She thanked previous and current city officials, 
and the county Board of Freeholders with leader-
ship on the funding by Freeholder Lillian Burry. 
And she thanked the Monmouth Conservation 
Foundation and Interfaith Neighbors’ Paul McEvily 
for introducing the city to the foundation which 
came through with the money to close a substantial 
funding gap so the park could be built.

“This is just the beginning,” Clayton said. “In 
a very short time, we’ll have affordable housing, 
small businesses and tons of foot traffic.”

Three days before the park opening, the City 
Council’s approval of a redeveloper agreement with 
Interfaith was a significant step for the 20 new homes 
to be built. The project is named for Leo Karp’s Turf 
Club, previously a popular Springwood nightspot, 
and now a vacant building slated for demolition 
across Atkins Avenue from the new home site and 
directly across Springwood from the Kula Café.

The $4.5 million Turf Club project has been in 
development for several years and is part of Inter-
faith Neighbors’ continued redevelopment that has 
seen more than 50 new units of housing on the 

West Side, particularly in the Springwood Avenue 
community.

Patrick Durkin, Interfaith’s director of real estate 
development, said the Turf Club residences consist 
of 10 three-story ownership-investment properties. 
The owners will live on the second and third floors 
which will include two to three bedrooms in each 
unit. The owners will lease out the first floor one-
bedroom rental units.

“The objective is to increase home owner-
ship and provide small high-quality rental units 
in a community where the owner is committed,” 
Patrick said. Shore Point Architecture out of Ocean 
Grove, the firm that designed the Springwood 
Center and many of the Interfaith Neighbor houses, 
is the architect for the new homes.

The next steps include environmental investiga-
tions, soil testing, storm water studies, reconfig-
uring the existing 14 lots into 10 lots for purchase 
and obtaining additional planning approvals. The 
city is selling the vacant land to Interfaith for 
$100,000.

A Time to Grow

The Kula Café and Urban Farm staff initiated the 
new “Green Thumbs” program for middle-school-
aged students who gathered in weekly sessions at 
the Springwood Avenue café and farm.

For the first farm-to-table program, eight children 
from the Monmouth County Boys and Girls Club 
came after school for 10 weeks. That was followed 

by two additional 10-week sessions of 12 children 
each from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.

The children learned about the café and farm 
operations, and planted, harvested and prepared 
their own snacks and meals. They discussed healthy 
fruits and vegetables, exercise and cooking.

Green Thumbs was made possible by a grant from 
the Elizabeth and Barets O. Benjamin Foundation 
awarded to implement joint programming between 
the café and farm.

“I really do like it,” said Xiomara Cattuse, a 
fourth grader in her group’s last class in late May. 
“We get to do these delicious foods, and planted 
radishes that stayed here and marigolds that we 
took home.”

Connie Isbell, a program coordinator at Mount 
Carmel wrote to Heather Schulze and the Kula staff 
in April that “students who were able to go to Kula 
each week proved to be wonderful ambassadors for 
Kula’s message of health, growth, and opportunity; 
our staff and students looked forward to seeing them 
return each Thursday with smiling faces, packages 
of what they had made, and stories of what they 
learned with you and your team.”

Green Thumbs is slated to continue with addi-
tional classes to be offered in the near future.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers 
Feted for “Selfless Acts”
Meals on Wheels volunteers heard high praise 
and thanks for their work at the annual luncheon 
Interfaith Neighbors holds to show its appreciation 
for the contributions of so many.

The count was 244 volunteers signing up for 
the luncheon June 29 at the Sheraton Eatontown, 
a good representation of 400+ volunteers who 
help deliver the lunches on various days during the 
week. About 1,200 meals go out each day, said Paul 
McEvily, associate director at Interfaith Neighbors, 
serving as emcee and thanking the volunteers who 
make the Monmouth County Meals on Wheels 
operation viable.

Bob Cece from Bradley Beach spoke of what it 
was like when he started delivering meals in 2001, 

and continues to do so to this day. One constant 
over those years, he said, is the good feeling he gets 
from doing something for someone else. And it 
continues to be true, he said, that for many seniors, 
the Meals on Wheels contact is the only person 
they may see that day.

People need food to survive and they need 
human contact, said Sue Moleon, Director of the 
Monmouth County Division of Aging, Disabili-
ties & Veterans Services which oversees the federal 
funding that comes through the county for the 
program. “Without your selfless acts of kindness, 
they’d be underserved and at risk.”

Moleon said that Joe Marmora, Interfaith’s 
Executive Director, and Sandi Silber, Nutrition 
Director, have developed a close working relation-
ship with her office.

For his part, Monmouth County Freeholder 
John Curley pledged: “As long as I’m freeholder, I’ll 
make certain that Interfaith Neighbors and Meals 
on Wheels continues.”

Then Curley spoke directly to the volunteers. 
“Believe in yourself…Believe in what you do,” 
he said. “You’re making the world a better place.”

Joe Marmora said if one calculated that vol-
unteers gave over 50,000 hours last year, and if 
Interfaith had to pay $10 an hour to individuals to 
deliver those meals, that would be $500,000 that 
volunteers are contributing.

“So you really are a vital part of our program 
and I applaud you for that,’’ Joe said. “…You have 
my personal thanks and admiration.”

Sue Moleon and Joe Marmora


